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Can It Pay?
Germany is playing a desperate game in

undertaking to starve out Great Britain
by destroying all merchantmen carrying
supplies to British ports. She is willing
to declare war on all the neutral maritime
nations on the mere chance of beating her

chief enemy into submission.
."ipart from the criminality of drawing

the sword on neutral nations against which
she has no grievance under international
law, can such a gambler's policy pay?
What hope has Germany of extinguishing
the merchant marines on which Great
Britain and her allies arc depending for

supplies?
It must be remembered that Germany's

promises to the United States, made after
tha Sussex incident, have really affected

passenger steamers only. The German
submarines have continued their warfare
on the freight carriers of the Entente

powers and on neutral freight carriers

other than those flying the American flag.
Norway has lost a larger percentage of

her merchant marine since the beginning
of the war than either Great Britain or

France has. Holland and Sweden have

lost nearly as large a percentage of their

shipping as Italy has. Moreover, the

losses of France, Groat Britain and Italy
have been made up in part through the

seizure of interned German shipping.
Recent calculations of sea losses show

that Great Britain's has been about 11 per
cent of the marine in existence before the
war. But the ships built in 1915 and lflf
have offset most of this shrinkage. France

has lost 12 per cent of her shipping, but
made up half that through new construc¬

tion. Italy has lost 9 per cent. Portugal's
marine is larger to-day than it was before
the war.

If it took Germany two years and a half

to destroy this relatively small proportion
of the merchant fleets of the Entente na¬

tions and of tha three chief neutral car-|
riers, how can even the improved subma-j
rine fleet expect to accomplish anything
like an annihilation of neutral and bel¬

ligerent carrying trade within the next six

months? And six months is the period
now set by the Germans for the realiza¬
tion of their last frantic hope of victory.
From a military point of view submarine

warfare has been of little profit to Ger¬

many. It has hardly repaid the money)
and energy spent on it. It has had no

Jesuit*?, and can have none, which would

justify its continuation on a lawless and
murderous scale, at the cost of war with
the United States and other neutrals.
Yet such is the Tirpitz obsession, which

has also filled the German public mind,
that the German Government is willing, as

Chancellor Bethmann-Hollweg frankly
says to stake everything on the possibility
of winning a victory through illegal and

ferocious submarine warfare.
Under the spell of this frenzied illusion

Germany la willing to renounce humanity
and cast aside all respect for the restraints
of law and civilization.
The new submarine campaign may yield

many new \rictims. It may slake somewhat
German thirst for revenge on the. British.
But it cannot pay. Germany can find no

recompense in its horrors for being ad¬
judged an outcast from civilization.an
Ishmael and a pariah among the nations of
the world.

Costly Foolishness
The chief objection to the two-platoon

system in the Fire Department, a tert of
which the Board of Aldermen has ordered,
is that it would completely break down the

efficiency ef that organization as a fire-
fightine agency. Probably the next great¬
est objection to it is on the score of cost.

That the aldermen are already discover¬

ing. They have made provision for a bond
itsue of íll'0,700 to «over the expenses.
Fire Commissioner Adamson has warned
them that the two-platoon arrangement
cannot ix* put into effert with the present
member;-hip of the department. To have

two brigades in the department, working
fixed hours, would leave the city more or

le*s unnrott-rtcd. Consequently, if the
scheme is to be tried with any degree of

thorough iies and the public cared for aa

well, additions must be made to the mem¬

bership of the department.
It is always within the prerogative of

public officials t/> be foolish if they desire
tr. be, but the taxpayers of New York must

regret that this partinjlar brand of fool-
iihnen* took possession of the aldermen.
The two-platoon wheme was tried faith-
fulJy and thoroughly for nearly three

rnoaths in 1904 and 190,*i in the third bat¬
talion of the Fire J)«-partment. The results
shown cati»ed its rejection. Every Fire
Commissioner, every head of tho uni¬
formed fire-fighting for**e has set hi face

against it, not from any <l«-«ire tt grind
down or overwork the firemen--the fire

chiefs «*ome from »he ranks, and the com

mlssionem have all been the warm fnends

of their men bit b**eause they know th<-

plan is vicious and harmful to the best in

tereats of the city. It would I/o expensive;

it would produce a thoroughly dar.gc
division of responsibility betwr-en the

platoons; it would put the individual
man on the basis of a time-serving li

unionite, watching the clock for quit
time, instead of being the eager, zeal
(«rave guardian of the public which
in that service must be if they are

right kind of men to stay there. The
is so manifestly weak and dangero
dangerous alike to the Fire Departn
and the public welfare.that there is
tie chance that thi«-. experiment will re

in any permanent change in the met}
af righting and preventing fires which
rank this city's dcpartmen*. as the bes

the world. On that account the wast«

city money in making the experimcn
the more to be regretted.

Not Even Partne«?
Experimenting with that irritating

entertaining puzzle matrimony, in

hope of lengthening and lightening
shackles, a modernist couple of our to

Margaret and Winthrop Lane, have ta

a very long leap. Speaking in "r

Evening Sun," .Mrs. Lane explains t

she and her husband have carried <

nomic independence to this farthest lia
"We do not pool our financial ir.tere

We do not throw our earnings in one la
heap and then spend it together, Col¬
our minds that destroys the individua
that must somehow be preserved if
marriage is to be a success. Wc dis
the bills evenly, and then each of us

th« remainder of hii or her own mo

for personal expenditure?. Each of us

mains a free person. If I make a mist
I will pay for that mistake myself. /
my husband has the tame happy feelir

This might be a happy feeling. A

again, we suspect, it might not. Whet
business partnership is formed, let us s

between lawyers, one of the chief bencl

rought and obtained is just this pooli
of profits and losses, successes and m

takes. The theory of every such partn
ship is that in the long run such ere

and debit items balance each other a

there is no ultimate loss to either side, I
a steady dividend of mutual helpfulnc
The basic idea of partnership is prccisi
this aiding each other through tig
places and past occasional mistakes.
So the thought occurs: If the law fn

cf Smith, Jones ft Davis (with you
Brown, Jones and Peppercorn as junio
names on the door) can run a partnersh
with quit? complete freedom of individu;
ity, year in and year out, upon the ba.
cf pooling profits and losses, why canr.

a simple combination like Margaret a

Winthrop Lane? Does the mere fact th

you are married make a business partnt
.bip with your husband or wife impos
ble.or at least incompatible with tr

independence of soul'.' Perhaps some

cur philosophical experimenters will e

plain.

Clews to Genius
Dr. Arthur C Jacobson makes a usef

suggestion in "The New York Medical Jou
nal" to those earnest and painstaking pc
sons who spend their days in what thi
arc pleased to call psychic research. 1
holds that the tomfooleries of the mo

celebrated mediums are at best trivial ai

insignificant in comparison with the fea
of men of genius; and as he conceives thi
both groups of phenomena have a comrm

origin in so far as each is the expressif
of a secondary personality, so it seems

him that an inquiry into the nature

genius would be. more interesting and moi

fruitful than the tedious collection «

mediumistic vaporings. "Why delve ;

exhausta.ely into the lesser sphere,"' 1
ask?, "and fool with Calibans, when Ü
Prósperos, waving their magic wand
stand before us?"
The enthusiasts of automatic writ in

and planchette will quarrel with him j

the outset for jumping to a conciusioi
"There is, of course," he says, "nothiti
supernatural about mediurnship. Til
medium is merely controlled . . . by
secondary personality that has come out r

his (usually her) own subconscious mind.
The "of course" will be objected to b

spiritistic folk as too magisterial, just a

others will doubtless object to the offhan
"of course" of a naïve enthusiast who i

commenting upon Dr. Jacobson's concer

tion of genius remarks that "of course

gains plausibility from the fact that it i
solidly baaed on Freudian psychology."

It is the fashion at present to trac

everything to Freud by way of cstablishin
its respectability, but in truth there i
nothing inevitably Freudian in Dr. Jacor
son's discourse, except possibly the trick o

putting forth unproved conclusions wit

only a bare "of course" to establish tbei
authenticity. And as Dr. Jacobson is onl;
offering a suggestion for a systematic in
quiry, that is perhaps allowable.

If the dabbler3 in the spirit world rosen

this unceremonious way of dismissing thei
pet hypothesis there are others who wil
join with them in denouncing his teach
ings for other reasons. As his notion i
that "the genius is a superman.a mai

plus a secondary personality, his «"Strias re

siding not in the primary self, but in thi
secondary personality," so he fancies tha
a useful field of inquiry would be found ii
the inhibitions of potential geniu«. "Thi
real miracle that invites our contemplatioi
is the paraly-is of inhibitory mechanisms.'
And then, drawing examples "from th<
clinic of life," he proceeds to give a Ion;
list of great men supposed to have o\er

come the paralyzing inhibitions by the usi

of alcoholic beverages.
His conclu.1 ion is that "the release ol

creative secondary personalities wouk
seem to depend largely upon some sort ol
intoxication," and this he believes to be
"obviously true" not only of alcohol but ol
tuberculosis, the toxins of which am a!*«,
credited with the liberation of a multitude
of ingenious personalities.
The truth is M lar from obviou«-- to all

men that Huxley, for instance, held that
one who required alcoholic provocation to

produce work might tal.«t it as a sun- sign
¡that, it was worl: for which he was ui.fit v.l.

It may well be that he was wholly wrong:
it may be, too, that Dr. Jacobson is wholly
rij;ht in hi*, n-sumption that his long list

of phthisical producers would have
uncrcative but for the useful influcn
tubérculo.«is. Still, it is for the pr<
only an assumption and it cannot be pi
by saying it is obvious and of course tr

But it is obvious that the only ws

settle the matter is by a careful inq
and that is what Dr. Jacobson is dri
at, of course.

City Children and Imaginatioi
It is a wise child that knows the

of his own imagination.in a metrop
Therefore we note with all the grc

pleasure that a certain discerning Par«
Association of the West Side, made
one woulil fancy, of men and women

always tied to the treadmill of a

existence, has determined that its chil«
shall have a gigantic community b

yard as its playground. Most hopefu
all is the proviso that it is not to be ch
full of slides and sv'ngs and bars
sandboxes, but that it is to be outfi
with just the youngsters and the scope
their games.
No parent could make a city chil

more precious gift than this one of s*

«ind the necessity for being sufficient t

himself. It is a necessity seldom brou
home to the embryo Manhattanite.
pleasures, like his studies, arc thorouji
systematized as a rule, and hopelessly
cient. His sports are tabloid and ]
digaateda Joy mongers leave his guav
teed games at the door of mornings a!
with the certified milk. There is far
much apparatus about his life.
The great danger of metropolitan ch

hood is that the imagination, also, is c«

pressed. It il difficult for the boys i

girls to believe in Jack and the Beanst
.they who havo seen beans measured
the pound, and in no other way. And r

shall they picture Aladdin and his ma

lamp who have never rrept into a (9

antl who know all lights as electric inc
descents?
The average city playground would

better be strippe«! of half or all its ap
ratu?. Then our children might be led

|exercise their flabby initiative and to i

¡room for some of those old, sturdy outdi
games that make up our own most shini
memories of chiltlhootl.

Backyards are dear to all of us. Tl
were the stages for our most joyous t

uniphs, as knights in jousts, and lad
swishing the borrowed gear of our fi

lonjr skirts. We stocked huge cat

¡ranches there with pedigreed pebbles, a

Iplayed bank with a green store of goo:
berry currency. And sometimes, throu
the nodding hollyhock heads, the fair

peeped out at us as we played.
Seme of these delights are nccessar

denied to the little children of the metrop
lis, but most of them »re quite possible,
¡only wa will not hedge them about t

Closely with possessions and ready-ma
ideas. Now and then you will see t

dreams of one who is an intimate of t

nymphs in the eyes of a little Eaat Si

girl, dancing to a hurdy-gurdy. But t

toy automobile dealt a cruel blow to fan
when it supplanted the broomstick as

steed, and the doll that .«ays "Mamma"
itself is a fact unfriendly to imaginati«
beeauee it says no more. The rap d<
was a real conversationalist.

This backyard park of the Paren!
AaaociatioO of the. Horace Mann S« hool
certainly a step in the right direction,
is to be no more than two vacant lots met
morphosed into a playground, where ol
faahi«MMd games are to l»c played and tl
"Keep off the grasa" curse of childhood
to be unknown.
There are other vacant lot- here ar

there over the city; sometimes a bough <

two of a tree peeping over a billhoai
takes the imagination captive, as v.e hurt

past them. The Parents' Association t

the llora« e Mann School was able to rei

its lots for a comparative song from r»'¡

,estate desleí*! interested in theexperimet
Other dealers, also, might be eajolol inl

Iinterest or prefer a small rental to ha. in
.their lot.s be idle. Why not an extensm

¡of the backyard propaganda for as man

as poaaible of the city's young«:ters? Wh

¡not. a campaign for safeguarding our rhi
'dren's imagination, as we safcguar<l thci
morals?

Bird Protection
l/'rrru Thei < hirago lleinldl

Fricad, of **Hd birds antl animals wer» sut

ficicntly iiiPurtitial to persuade the govern
mrnts of tlir. Initcd Stats.s inn«! of Urea
Britain to ra'.ify a migratory bird treaty o

December 6 last. The effect of this treaty i

¡the e-tetblishmcnt of an embargo on non

[(asa« birds.
l'y its terms both tañada and this countr

.are pledged to put a stop to the wanton kill
¡ing of wild creatures. Everybody in r gen
¡eral way favors such a treaty. The utility t«

!ngriculture of many birds which were one

slaughtered in wholesale fashion is now wcl
known. In addition to that an apprcciatioi
of the interest and of the charm of the*.
denisens of the lields and wood« has beconn

¡common. Public opinion sanctions the pro
Iteetlon which is p**n***ssea*a

Hut it ran never be effective in this countr;
¡without the creation of special officia!?. Dos
pite the majority approval the treaty will noi

I enforce Itself. consequently the Nation«
Association of Audubon Societies has draftee
a bill which, among other things, directs th«
I)« pertinent of Agriculture to look after the
¡observance tt the treaty. Thi.« measure i:
one of the minor expressions of the modert;
conecii see, i,ut it is none the |om ieeesrias
oi the BSriOBI attention of Congres«.

Civis Romanui Sum
A citisea of Rome, «trong. proud ar,ti free
Reata guard* nie. Weil iho outer nationi

know
Rome's might, who dared to beard her as a

foe.
Her galleys by their hundreds best to sea;
Who halts their cours«? halts Rome; and let

them MO
Their cause is just, for where the esgles go
Until the trumpets of their victory blow
Rom« knows no rest, MhateYr the odds may

be.
I Bat «ho are these proud citizen« who creep
About the world at îome strange Kaiser's

.will?
Whose ships go trembling forward on the

deep
I)« <«>.«! like » «Iren« clown. What men fulfill
Then duties so ignobly? Who can keen
rhelr people honored whom they guard so

ill-"
A. C. GRETTON.

DUTCH WORDS SURVIVE

Many Derivativ« and Namei from Thai
Language Still in Ute

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: The editorial of the 28th inst. enti-

ded "'Scups' and Others" moves roe to add
to the number of words of Dutch origin
which have been retained in local speech.
The impress of the first «ettlcrs here has aur-

vived in this particular much more than il

generally recognized.
There is the delectable cake known as the

"cruller," which i« much different from the

doughnut, a degenerate product of Yankee-
land. A pessimist has been described as one

who only sees the hole in the latter. No

one, pessimist or other, could find one in the
cruller, which has the distinction of having
had the dough twisted prior to tttfj process
of cooking. When next you call for coffee
and crullers note this fact. The Dutch verb.
"Krullen," to curl or turn, supplies the rea¬

son for the name.

All of us uso the word "kill" more or less.
for many geographical localities hereabout*
are so designated. Such places as Kill van

Kull, Dutch Kill«, Peekskill and Catskill, in

this state, and Sciiuyikill, in Pennsylvania,
are familiar. The longe«t stream which in¬
dented the west shore of the island, the Great
Kill, had one source at Broadway and Thirty-
ninth Street, and this was undoubtedly the
reason of the accident there a short time
.»go during the <.¦¦ <-v.;.'.!"i'_.fnr th* subway,
an explanation v.n.eh van "«p.*.. "vtn'.:-M J**fvrT
the newspaper accounts.
Another branch started near Seventh Ave¬

nue and Fifty-seventh Street, and both
joined before the creek emptied into the
Hudson at Forty-fourth Street. From it
arose the appellation of the Great Kill Koail,
uhich left the river at Fourteenth Street.
ran east to beyond Eighth Avenue, and thence
continued through Chelsea to its termination
in the biock between Forty-ti St and Forty-
second Streets, Eighth and Ninth Avenues,
where it met at right angles the Road Round
the Tour, thereby leading the traveller to the
Great Kill.
That essentially Near Yotk term, "«toop,"

in the phrase, "high stoop house," for ex-

«mple, is just an adaptation of the word
"stoep," meaning "the steps at the entrance
of a house." The local name "Gramercy" is
derived from "krom," crooked, and "mesje,"
little knife, a designation suggested by the
bend in the creek which ran through the
present park. Scholars generally have agreed
to this derivation. The name af the chil¬
dren's friend, Santa Claus, comes from
"Klaa?." i. e., Nicholas, St, Nicholaj being
the patron «aint of Holland and this city.

Pearl, Beaver and Bridge streets and
Maiden Lane and the Bowery still retain the
original name«, and the arartj Bioadway is a
literal translation of "de Breede Weg," l>y
v hich name the thoroughfare was called by tho
Dutch. Doubtless your reader« could supply
other examples, and so add to the interest in
»his subject while it is uppermost.

HOPPER STRIKER MOTT.
New York, Jan. 31, 1917.

Such Naivete!
To th" Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Your editorial on "Citizenship for
Tearhers" deserves the full indorsement of
all fair-minded American?. Me applause la
needed for the action of the Board of Saper»
intendants; the wonder rather is that our

public schools have for so long harbored
teachers who not only lack legal citizenship,
but are often devoid of the spirit of Ameri¬
canism.
About two years ago I took the examina'ion

a« teacher of foreign languages in the city's
day high schools, was the only .successful
candidate and, as far as I know, am .«till tl.r
only one wh.i holds a license to teach that
particular subject. When the time came fur
filing testimonials and other evidence of fit¬
ness I was liaiple enough to put in the very
for« my citizenship paper, only to learn that
such paper wai unnecessary. I was under the
naive impression that this city ssrould not
pay educator1-, before assuring it?« If that it
whs paying American and not Siberian or

Ethiopian educators.
The fact of Hip whole matter la that the

city is saying .-alarms to non-riti/.ct. teach¬
ers, while I, a citizen, have not even been
able to .«cure a place la the evening high
school.-. i.i.
New York, Jan. II, 1017.

Préparer] neis
To the E'iitor of The Tribune.

Sir: If the wisdom of Ike "deep té and
rejected" ancient« ssrre not :-.o lightly dis-
missed as it i» to-d:iy it might be lev diffl-
cult to persuade come of our "leader, of
thought" of the right nie.imiig of national
preparedness. The Romans of the nge ef
Augustus must have keenly appreciated the
blessing of peace «nd anxiously sought to

preserve it. What, however, ll their cree«! in
this matter? In the pages of H«irace 'Satires,
t, _', 110 111) we come upon thi« thought, pro¬
verbial with the Romans, which means in its
simplest form: Si sis paeem, para helium.
1 ranslated for reader« with a "modern" edu¬

cation, it signifies: If yoj wish peace, pre¬
pare for war.

Is this onlv a mad precept, riuiracterist ic

of a nation of militarist», who were incapabV
of a higher i«ieal and vision, or is it tin be¬
lief of a practical people, ac:-ustomed to deal
with the facts of reality, a people whose law
and government were an inestimable con¬

tribution to the progress of civilization ,

A READEK.
Yalatie, N. Y., Jan. 11, 1017.

A New Empire* State
To the Editor of Th«» Tribune.

Sir: I have read with a good »leal of inter¬
est the letter from J. H. Bellinger in this
morning's isue, and, while to a certain ex¬

tent his article is true, 1 believe it ssould only
be a «juestion of time when some political
party would be »o firmly rooted that no one

could have it displaced. For some time I have
lieeti working on what I believe svould be an

idenl state. I call it the Kmpirc State. Take
a geography and drasv an imaginary line from
Port Jervi« to the boundary line between
'iinnecticut and Yermont. This would bring
Into this new state some of the wealthiest
counties in this state. Then, svith the
concurrence of the citizens, include the
following counties in New Jersey: per-
aren, part of Passaie, Essex and Hudson coun¬

ties. Let the westerly boundaries be the
Ramon ami Kockaway river-«. As Ht present,
a great, majiinty of the citizens in these cuín

ties have business in this city. This new Em¬
pire State would become one of the wealth¬
iest and, what is more to be considered, the
greatest business «täte || the world, barring
none. H. HENRY D. KLINKER.
New York. Feb. :, I!« 17.

A Forty-ninth State
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: A most comprehensive aspect of
Greater New York as a world metropolis
fitted for Its obligations appear» m the let¬
ter, "Make This Fort a Forty-ninth State"
Therein Is an opportunity for systematic
preparedness of America for America by
America unlikely of attainment otherwl«e,
u Hublime subject for our more or less al-
li'ge,, patrtaUe societies ami statesmen to
focus their efforts upon.

JOHN WINFILLD SCOTT.
New York, Feb. 2, ItlT.

GERMAN RUTHLESSNESS

More Views of Tribune Readers Upon Araerics'i Course.One Opinion Holds That Protest b Enough, as in¦
Case of the Allies' Blockad«.A Precedent from the Past «id a Call for Sanity

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: On May 15, 1915, the day on whi«

President Wi'son's first note on the Luf

tania tragedy was publiahed. the writer a

dressed a brief letter of two lines 10 a pror
inent newspaper of this city, saying: "Près
dent Wilson's note will accomplish nothin
Brute force is the only argument whi«

Germany uses or accepts. Re'.ults wi
show."
That prediction has come true to the le

ter. Results have shown that the Lusitan

tragedy is still unavenged and unatored fo
The writer will venture to hazard or

more statement, viz.: Should any acute con

plications arise between this country SB

Germany, predicated upon Germany's r«

cent noto threatening a renewal of submi
rine atrocities, the President of the Un'te
Sutes will, in practical effect, make a tota

complete and absolute backdown from th
stand which he took in what is known as hi
Sussex note.
He will eat his own words, and there nil

be no break with Germany.
FONTAINE MAFRY.

New York. Feb. 1. 1917.

A Revised Version
To the FMitor of The Tribune.

fl I »ubrj-rfr herewith my revised versio
of Dr. «on Bctlimann-Hollweg's recent speec
in the Reichstag. I have expressed the Chan

cellor's thought rather than his words.
"Whereas the Prussian blockade of Pari

,n 1171 v..« suecos ful and the Prussia
[blockade of England in ÎPH-'IT is thus fa

a failure, the world is ordered to judge tha
the present British blockade of Germany i

¡entirely illegal. You are commanded, there
fore, gentlemen, to pull the Berlin wool ove

the eyes of the world so that the Prussia!
blockade Sf Paris may be forgotten and tha

¡no one will observe that the brutal Britisl
blockade could be ende«l at once by our sur

render, even ati the French ende«l the block
ado of Taris, i Carried unanimously, i

"And whereas individual initiative is in
imical to imperial interests and fosters tlv
(Irtciteil democratic doctrines of coantrlc
where culture unfortunately takes the plac«
of kultur, you are sentenced to group think
ing. Germans must think, act, speak an«

hate England as one man, including women

remembering always that France beiove.
France, which we admire so intensely sine.
Verdun.«has not the cold, ¡ish heart of Eng
Ian«! and would not forro us to live on strav

sad turnips in oui* 'foddcr!..iid.' (Carrie*
unanimously, with the exception of one so

cialist, who is sentenced to tive years' pena
servitude,
"And whereas it is evident that even oui

enemies love and admire Goethe. Beethoven
Schiller, Srliuiiiann, Meine, Wanner and othei
Germans, w-ho, alas, were not Prussians, anc

.Ano lived before the tun ui Prussianiara hac
arisen to its meridian glory to dim the candle-
light of duller «lay be ,' enacted that hence¬
forth the world tran-rer its hero worship tc
von Tirpit7. an«l von Iliiiden'nurg, and that i'
tremble in terror before the might of th«
twin titans whom Gad, adth the consent of
tue Kaiser, hsa appointed to crush the un¬

prepared ar.d commercial criminals whe
forced this unexpectedly long war on a na

tioti as heavily armed as ourselves. Car¬
ried as per order, i
"And wherens the naval battle of Jutland

.was such a tremendously overwhelming vic-
tory for Germany that his imp« rial majesty
.all rise together when von H.-B. lifts h;s
hand ar,«l exclaim, 'Hoch! Hoch!' tsvice.
strictly in time with the waving hand' as

I was saying, the Kaiser, with the ¡astincti
of a true sportsman, hu-« allowed the shut¬
tered fleet of England eight aionthi to rest

Up. But w«> mean to continue tins car« ful
crashing of proud Albion's navy until we

gain the German freedom of the seize and
until our ships can sail unchallenged and

|rlaunt our (lag triunphantly on the Prussian
blue. (Laud cheer:', followed by the tinging

I of 'Dis Wacht, am Rhein.'»
"And whereas the submarine, raised by

Prussian prestige from it.« lowly rank ,i | ^

mere Amone«.i, toy to the honor of being
I admitted to the German navy, has accom¬

plished the hitherto impossible feet of link-
ling great passenger «hips ten times its «i«e.
and has mad« an ladelihle reeord which na
other nation will ever imitate, winch record i<
set in letters of imperishable brass in the his«
tnry of Prussianized Germuny, we now «i.
clare that though our undcrsoahoats have
Imainly given th.ir attention the sinking
of unarmed and unearned pa«.«or.gor iin.l

freight shipi, Great Britain by her illegal and1
brutal acts has made it necessary for us to

sink armed ships at sight, horrible as the

thought is to the paternal Prussian heart
overflowing with the milk of prussic acid."

CLARENCE LUCAS.
New York, Feb. 1. 1917,

A Protest Sufficient
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: In the interest of fairness:
In your issue of this morning, as a sub¬

head over the text of the German note, you
«ay: "Submarine Pledge to the United States
Repudiated." Near the conclusion of the
note you print, in black faced type, that
the Imperial Government "is now compelled)
to continue the tight for existence, again
forced upon it, with the full employment of
ail weapons which it has at its disposal."
When Germany surrendered to the de¬

mands cf this country and forwent the use

against her enemies of her most effective
weapon at sea it was distinctly stated in
the note acceding to the wishes of the
government of the United States, of course
m diplomatic, laagOagU, thai Germany.
while net admitting her course to have been
unjustified theretofore, would thereafter
order all submarine commanders to observe
the rules of international law as to visit and
search and would otherwise modify her
methods of treatment of merchant vessels
by submarines only upon condifon that the
United States required Great Britain and
her allies in the future also to obsene the
rules of international law as they were un¬

derstood before the commencement of the
war.

At that time this tone of Germany's note
was Considered by you and by some other
journals as insulting to the dignity of the
United State«. Some publications went so

far as to contend that the note should be
returned and diplomatic relations forthwith
broken off.
Long prior to the sinking of the Sussex

our State Department had protested to

England upon the subject of her so-called
blockade and had not hesitated to say that
the >ame was illegal. The aame attitude,
although not quite so clearly expressed, has
been taken by our State Department as to

England's orders in council declaring a war

zone and making other rules not justified
by the practice of nations in their relation
with each other, and which interfered .«e-

riously with the neutral rights of this coun¬

try and of many other countries which are

not parties to the war.

The Administration at Washington has
not insisted upon any modification of Eng¬
land's unlawful methods.

In going back to the methods pursued
prior to her promise to the United States
Germany has simply done what she said she
would do in case England were permitte«!
to go lier unlawful way. She ha3, therefore,
not repudiated her pledge to the United
States: she is simply taking advantage of
a condition contained in her note to the
United States and it now appears that, in
inserting that condition she took the only
course which adequately protects her against
a charge of having broken lier premise.

Furthermore, in specifying territory about
Great Britain, France and Italy, within which
the seas will be unsafe for shipping Ger¬
many is only doing what Engiand did early
in the war when she declared a war zone.

While the war zone declared by Germany is
more extensive than that declarad by Eng¬
land, the principle is precisely the same.

Your correspondent in Washington, in his
news story this morning, states that only
three eoursee of action are open to the
United States: (|) Recognition of the Ger¬
man blockade, which, he adds, might fuickly
bring serious complications with the Allies.
t) A complot* backdown of the American

position taken at the time of the sinking
of the BUSMS and in other Wilson notes to

Germany, (t) Breaking off diplomatic ne¬

gotiations with the German Empire alto-

gether. which would almost certainly mean

war with Germany.
It is respectfully suggested that the Ad¬

ministration at Ua.'nington might take the
xilino attitude tawurd the so-called German
I loekade that it has taken toward the paper
blockade of Great Britain agair«t Germany.
The Administration may protest end call
attention to the illegality of the blockade,
Hiid then permit Germany to ignore the pro¬
test. If the Allies make any objection to

this course on the part of the United States,
this government has only to point to the
fact that a similar protest by this country to

the Allies on account of a similar coidj.tior. created by Great Britain has been traaj!ed by the Allies in precisely the *say tk«»Germany is treating the protest« of tbtUnited States against «imilar illegal acti I
Germany. It i« difficult to see how any a«,
rious complications with the Allies co«ù
follow the assumption of «uch an attitude ir
the United States.

In these statements I am not ¡..««amia.
to excuse either the Entente Allie« or th»
t'entrai Pow-is for either their act« in Tía.
lation of international law or in violaiitt
of the rights of neutral«. I am not ev«.
claiming that the attitude of the Administra,
lion at Washington has been judicious, dig.
nitied or right. I am simply endeavoring ¦
point out that our government may a»o»«l
more serious and embarrassing computa,
tions. even at this late day, by according
to all the nations at war the same treat¬
ment.

If we are to enforce our demands against
Germany and her allies, we should do tl«
same svith Great Britain and her allie«; if
re are to permit Great Britain and her |j.
lies to disregard and ignore our .u«t pre.
¦.est«, there can be no reason for our it.
sisting upon Germany's giving -< rioui it.
tention to our protests under similar eir.
eumstanees. ANDREW 4 MAIN.
New York. Feb. I, 1917.

The Intrepid Spirit of the Patt
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The following «sftdreai of ilarvart
students appeared in "The Boston t'cntiiai«
of May If, 17"», af »umcient interest, in viav
of recent development«, to warrant publica¬
tion

.»ADDRESS
"TO HIS EXCELLENCY JOHN ADAXI
"PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STAttt

"Sit : We flatter ouraelve« you ss ill not

be displeased at hearing 'hat the walla ef
your native seminary are new inhabited fct
south possessing sentiments congenial with
your own. We do not pretend to great «a.

litical sagacity; WS wish only to convine«
mankind that we inherit the intrepid »pint
of our ancestors and dis«iain submistiea
to the will of a rapacious, k»«rlee« and im¬
perious nation. Though rsaaatved frt.oi
active life, we have watched ssith anxittv
the interests of our countrs. Wé ht»«
.i a nation in Europe' gra-n.ng at urn-
v.-rsal conquest, trampling mi Ike lei ¦
Ged and nations, iviteatatiiieg rapine and
plunder, destroying foreign government» by
the strength of her urn - or tkl De-tilem-i
of her embraces and scattering principia
which subvert social order, raise the «tormi
of domestic faction arid perpetuate tl«
horrors of revolution. We have seen thil
sume nation violating our neutral righU,
spurning our pacific proposal«, hei cr.itica'.
citizens ssveeping our ship, fron, the taat
and venal prseaei und« l«i eeatrel pour¬
ing out torrents of abuse on men who hart
grava gray la our nerviee. \Vt- have see«

ker ministeis m tl Ii reentry insultiagear
government by a daring, u«. precedent«,
and contemptuous appeal t(, the people, «ai
her agent« at home offering condition
«vhich slaves ssliose i.. ^rown U
the yoke would reject with indignation, Wi
have seen thi8, lir, and oar >"0 III fill bio««!
has boiled within ai. H hen. in opposite!
to such conduct, wo contemplate the meas¬

ures of our own government, we can««t
but admire and ven,rate the unsullied in¬

tegrity, the decisive prudence and <Ji«rnt-
fied tirmnesa which have uniformly ch»r»r-
tenzrd your administration. ImpweMl
ss th tkaae sentiments, we now solemn!?
orTer the unwasted ardor an«i un nip« red
e'.ergies of our youth to th' lervieS af SSV
country, dur lives arc our only proper!;;
and We were not the son ,>f thote svh«i
eale«l our liberties ss.th taeir Head If wl

s«ou!d rot defeml with !i H urea that »oil
which now affords a peaceful grave to th«
mouldering bones of our forefather« "-
From "< DaSJUliBg'l MosSi ." Vol. I, faa»
69. William CrSSkf A II P. Nichols, fjaa,
ton, 1141

FREDERIC l--iv>'i
New York, Feb. I. PI7.

A Call for Sanity
To the Editor of The r

Sir: Your editorial "Germany WinUWef*
impels me to a«k you why you do not get
some sane person to write th- «<¦ sssr e«V
torials. You have had a few that were «an«

»nd truthful. HENRV W. rRl
New ïark. Fek, I. PIT.

WHAT DOES UNITED POLAND MEAN?

Conflicting Facts of History Touching the
President's Vague Phrase

To the Editor of The Tribune.
Sir: In the Pre« ¡dent's speech to the

Senate on Monday last he makes the follow
ing extraordinary statement! "I take it for

I granted, far instance, if i may reatare upon
a single exemple, that ststeamen everywhere
are agreed that there should be a united, in¬
dependent and autonomous Poland.''

Ignoring the pleonasm as unworthy a

writer of Mr. Wilson's teputation, the tir-t
;«iiie = tion that suggests itself is, "Where is
Poland."' Does Mr. Wilson mean that the old
Kingdom of Poland, at one time the largest
,in Europe, should be restored? Does ho know
I that inch S restoration would include, tow-
aid the ea«t, t'ully olio-third of Rus«ia in Eu-
rope, to within a few miles of Moscow, sad
on the west all of Prussia, to ami including
Brandenburg, which province the Kaiser's

'ancestors originally hold as a Polish tief, an«'
which stretches along the Baltic S.'a from
the Vistula to MemH? In the hceoti.l Swcd-
lafa ar,«l Polish war ll«SK)i Frederick William,
the "Great Elector," with characteristic
Prussien un«crupulousr.css, fought first on

o-io «,:«!.¦ an,I thi'ii on the other. The Swedes
paid him lor the as«istanec rendered them
a*, the biitt'e of Wai«aw by rocogni'ing him
as ladependent sovereign of th-- Duehy of
Prussia. Having receive«! his pay he de-
«<.!',.(! them, and m 1«,..V \«as paid for his
treachery by the formal rolinquishntent by
Poland of its feudal rights over Prussia.

In the partition of Polaml. a.« rearranged
by the Congress of Vienna in IBIS, Russia re-

ceired 22ÙJM square mile«, with a popula-
tioti of l<*.«)no.O«'«'l: Austria, .'!."...'.nil square
niile«. with a population ef S.OOO.O'M, and
PrUSSiu, t&AOO «quare mile.a. «a 11 h ,i popula¬
ron of .". .00» >.t>llO. her share including the
Province ..f Po-en. most of West Prussis ant'

i«e«er:il districts in East Prussia.
How much of the territory then «listrib

'uted «loo« tii,. President think should now

be included in a "united, indepeml.-nt and
¦autonomous Poland"? And does he think
¡that any "statesmen" in Prussia, Austria 01

Ru«sia have agreed, or will agree, to anv

¡such disposition of territory now claimed by
th« m. and which they have occupied as thei»
own for more than one hundred year«?
Out of the part allotted to Russia in IBli

the m;.jor part of the Grand Duehy of War¬
saw, embracing a tract bounded by a line
(drawn from Thorn to near I'raeow on the
weit to the rivers Bug atol Niemen on the
least was mad«» » constitutional kingdom,
subject to the Csur, but in 1H.TJ was declared

(a Russian province. In 1 Still thi.s Kingdom of
Peinad dienppsuiud« and was sahseajuentlj
known as the "Territory of the Vistula," am!

Ilatet «s the "Vistula Go«.eminent." I« it this
portion of the original Kingdom » nf Poland
which was in the President's mind when he

made the statement above quoted? If hi
«.tatemen!, be true that "statesmen every
where" desire the existence of "a united, in

dependent and autonomous Poland,'' whethe
as an empire, kingdom or republic, he shoul«
without delay advise the Senate, and througl
them the people of this country, of the name

and nationality of some of these "statesmen.1
W. DOUGLASS.

Ridgef.eld, N. J-, Jan. 26. 1ÎH7.

Who Sells the Cheap Food?
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Now that the tw enty-or.e-day test o

the 2~»-cont food has been made and it ha;
been found that a man can be suitably nour

ishcd for that sum, would it not be a goor
idea for the dietitian or business manager, 01

whoever diii the purchasing for their meals
to tell the public whore food can be purchasec
at the price.«, quoted? Fnfortunatly I los'
the clippings I made from the papers which
gave the actual cost of foods as served, bui
I do know that, excepting the bread, ever}
article was from ó to 100 per cent lower thar
it can be secured in any market I know of
Begin with milk quoted at 8 cents. All "B'
milk is 10 cents, and "A" is 12 rents. Ham¬
burger steak was quoted at 14 cents, I think
It is 24 cents a pound in a first class market
Bacon I pay 45 cents a pound for. It is a lit¬
tle less in the piece, but also some waste. A«
I remember, it was quoted at about 20 cent.«
in the price list, and so on with all the meats
Bananas are from 2l> to SO cents a «loien
and orange.« from ¡!0 cents up. Yet they wer«

quoted at 1 cent each.
Fnless it can be told where food can be

purchased at the prices which were quoted, I
cat't see how anything of value has been
demonstrated. MABEL WILSON' KECK.

Flushing. \. V., .Ian. 30, ItlT.

"What Did He Mesa?"
To tne Editor ef Ihe Tribune.

Sir: For your editorial entitled "What Did
Up Menu"" in which you refute tho absurd
contentions of "The N'ew York World" with
regar«! to President Wilson's Senate speech, I
thank you. In to-lay's issue of that same

paper is an editorial inveighing against the
"stupidity" of the President's critics and
pointing out that what he meant was not to

in.pose peace terms upon the belligerents, but
merely to state what kind of peace must be
mt'de if tho I'nited States is to be a party
to its guarantee. "The World" hardly betters
the case by this explanation. The kind of
'peace we will guarantee, sayâ Mr. Wilson,
must be a "peace without victory" -in other
art r.fs, it must be such a peace aa will bring
no adequate punishment to those nations
which, even "The World" admits, ere the
.ggraaaatS and beginners of this awful eon-

iiet. G. H. w.
Boston, Man., Jan. 26, 1917.

IF SOUTH VOTED AS NORTH

Mr. Highes Would Be President, wit.
Republican Congress

To the Editor of The Tribune.
S.r: Your correspondent ..Maure" uln»

yesterday the effect upon the 1st,. r!«*rt;»ti
"if the South voted as the North." ASStfl
;ng la the terms that count -tkaes of 0*.
i-.lectoral Callage Ike effect af «., .«i avppli-
cr.tion of the l'nite,l St at« Ol ll .'on i«

the North and South would 1»' al '«ted be-
lew:

Grouping twelve states as the "»'n!:d Soaib*
and all the re«» of the country, thirty-lit
states, as the "North." and Belag th« lltf
"World Almanac" figure«, mr« lad that th»
North had one vote m the College fei «»«T

.'0,042 voters, while the Sou'h had BBS vet«

for esery 20,«5>«) voters. In Biker ssord», «.*

Southern vote weighed M much II tWS ***

two-fifth» votes cast anywhere
The effect upon the last electÍOB of tit»

illegal condition may be IgBTCd out a* fal¬
low«: The total popular rate foi Pre«.del*
last November svas l-.."il'i,7;o, of »h:ch tt«

"Solid South" cast 2,:>7».'.':<.>, or .>¦> rf n t-ff
cent of the total Pre-'d« ¦'.' .. te, ¦.'Fier
tor.I College ron-ist« o' eat"

itatc -ending one member 'or i ich if its tai

Seaatan and one for each ef <onrr«ai*
men. Ellatiaatlag the 96 "Senatorial" n*
Lers not affected by Bias sf popular Baja
there are «'.."> Présider.:Is] «i«JCtSfl corrt"

¦ponding to the Congressmen Of these, .'

tils basis of popular vo'e. as abo\e. tke >o&
\- entitled to a little less than I] per «*.'.
or fifty «even electors; uh:l«> by virtu« I
Lreaeh of the Fourteenth Anie«ilmri!t Bfl|
uoned, sse oust admit, bj the North for ISS*

«on« that are often áifatrsetly t li'S'epped If

party manager» I, the "«Salid Boatk," in Í*»1

casts 113 Electoral College vn'.e«, i. <¦» .*

vote« to which they have no right und*r t**

Constitution.
Mr. Wilson's majority in the Pectoral «¦

1« ge was B.
Had those 5S excess sotes been takaa »**.

fnni the South us it was the «worn tat

of previous Congrcs§#s to de Mr. "ut**T
would be President on the 4th of next M«rj*
and the Sirty-fifth Congres« «rsald no*»*

preparing its organiratton vsith a «tiong *w

jority of Ilepublicans behind a Republia*
President. Perhaps sou or «"me of jr**
correspondent« will aiissser "Mane«'»" f

tluding inquiry: "I« it not about ».«St ¦

apportionment | law wa» amended?
ART1UT» O. TOWNSÏN»

New York, Jan. 'it,, 1917.


